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“Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have come to call                                  
not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners.” 

 

- Mark 2:17 (NLT) 
 

1. The Launch of Jesus’ Ministry  

• The same authority that aggravates demons,                                                               

awakens hope in the helpless (1:29-34)  

• Jesus seeks solitude before serving,                                                                             

prayer before preaching (1:35-39)  
 

2. Jesus Modeled a Ministry of:  

• Compassion (1:40-45)  

• Forgiveness (2:1-12)  

• Hope (2:13-17)  
  

3. Next Steps on Our Journey 

• Be Aware  

• Be Gracious  

• Be Praying  

• Believe  
 

Conclusion:  Receive and share the healing touch of Jesus! 
 

REFLECT (Questions to respond to this week): 
• Read today’s Bible passage.  How is the Holy Spirit speaking to you? 

• What do all the sick and broken people in this passage have in common? 

• According to Jesus, why did he come (what was his purpose)? (see 1:38, 2:17) 

• What prepared and motivated Jesus to heal people (see 1:35, 41)? 

• What sin, illness, or brokenness in your life needs God’s healing touch and forgiveness? 

• How and with whom will you share the healing touch of Jesus? 

Scripture Reading                                       Mark 1:29-2:17 (NLT) 
 

29 After Jesus left the synagogue with James and John, they went to Simon and Andrew’s home. 30 Now Simon’s 
mother-in-law was sick in bed with a high fever. They told Jesus about her right away. 31 So he went to her 
bedside, took her by the hand, and helped her sit up. Then the fever left her, and she prepared a meal for them. 

32 That evening after sunset, many sick and demon-possessed people were brought to Jesus. 33 The whole town 
gathered at the door to watch. 34 So Jesus healed many people who were sick with various diseases, and he cast 
out many demons. But because the demons knew who he was, he did not allow them to speak. 

35 Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out to an isolated place to pray. 36 Later Simon 
and the others went out to find him. 37 When they found him, they said, “Everyone is looking for you.” 

38 But Jesus replied, “We must go on to other towns as well, and I will preach to them, too. That is why I came.” 
39 So he traveled throughout the region of Galilee, preaching in the synagogues and casting out demons. 

40 A man with leprosy came and knelt in front of Jesus, begging to be healed. “If you are willing, you can heal 
me and make me clean,” he said. 

41 Moved with compassion, Jesus reached out and touched him. “I am willing,” he said. “Be healed!” 42 Instantly 
the leprosy disappeared, and the man was healed. 43 Then Jesus sent him on his way with a stern warning: 
44 “Don’t tell anyone about this. Instead, go to the priest and let him examine you. Take along the offering 
required in the law of Moses for those who have been healed of leprosy. This will be a public testimony that you 
have been cleansed.” 

45 But the man went and spread the word, proclaiming to everyone what had happened. As a result, large 
crowds soon surrounded Jesus, and he couldn’t publicly enter a town anywhere. He had to stay out in the secluded 
places, but people from everywhere kept coming to him. 

2 When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news spread quickly that he was back home. 
2 Soon the house where he was staying was so packed with visitors that there was no more room, even outside the 
door. While he was preaching God’s word to them, 3 four men arrived carrying a paralyzed man on a mat. 4 They 
couldn’t bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, so they dug a hole through the roof above his head. Then they 
lowered the man on his mat, right down in front of Jesus. 5 Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, 
“My child, your sins are forgiven.” 

6 But some of the teachers of religious law who were sitting there thought to themselves, 7 “What is he saying? 
This is blasphemy! Only God can forgive sins!” 

8 Jesus knew immediately what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why do you question this in your hearts? 
9 Is it easier to say to the paralyzed man ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk’? 
10 So I will prove to you that the Son of Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus turned to the 
paralyzed man and said, 11 “Stand up, pick up your mat, and go home!” 

12 And the man jumped up, grabbed his mat, and walked out through the stunned onlookers. They were all 
amazed and praised God, exclaiming, “We’ve never seen anything like this before!” 

13 Then Jesus went out to the lakeshore again and taught the crowds that were coming to him. 14 As he walked 
along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at his tax collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said 
to him. So Levi got up and followed him. 

15 Later, Levi invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along with many tax collectors and 
other disreputable sinners. (There were many people of this kind among Jesus’ followers.) 16 But when the teachers 
of religious law who were Pharisees saw him eating with tax collectors and other sinners, they asked his disciples, 
“Why does he eat with such scum?” 

17 When Jesus heard this, he told them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have come to 
call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners.” 

 

 
 
 

Priorities  
(Mark 2:18-3:6) 

Next Sunday, Jan. 20 @ 9 & 10:30 a.m. 
  

 

 


