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I tell you the truth, this poor widow has given more than all the others  
who are making contributions. For they gave a tiny part of their surplus,  

but she, poor as she is, has given everything she had to live on. 

- Mark 12:43-44 (NLT) 

 
1. Jesus taught Two Life Rules: 

• Love God (v. 28-30; Deuteronomy 6:5) 

• Love Others (v. 31; Leviticus 19:18) 

• When uncertain about what to do, choose what aligns with love for God & others  
 

2. People listened to Jesus 

• The Pharisee grasped that true obedience comes from the heart (v. 32-34) 

• The crowd discovered that the Messiah is God in human form (v. 35-37)  

• Do you listen to Jesus with great delight?  
  

3. The Heart of Giving  

• Live for Christ, even when no one is looking (v. 38-40)  

• The value of a gift is not based on the amount, but on the heart of the giver (v. 41-44)  

• Give with love and gratitude! 
 

Conclusion: Make your giving a reflection of your love for God & others! 
 

REFLECT (Questions to respond to this week): 
• Read today’s Bible passage.  How is the Holy Spirit speaking to you? 

• According to Jesus, what are the two most important commandments? 

• Would you say all of God’s laws are contained in these two commands?  How so? 

• What did Jesus mean when he taught that the Messiah is more than a mere “son of David”? 

• Why was the poor widow’s gift the most valuable of all? 

• How does this passage impact how and what you give to God and others? 
 

Scripture Reading                                     Mark 12:28-44 (NLT) 
 

28 One of the teachers of religious law was standing there listening to the debate. He realized that 
Jesus had answered well, so he asked, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 

29 Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel! The LORD our God is 
the one and only LORD. 30 And you must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, 
all your mind, and all your strength.’ 31 The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these.” 

32 The teacher of religious law replied, “Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth by saying 
that there is only one God and no other. 33 And I know it is important to love him with all my heart 
and all my understanding and all my strength, and to love my neighbor as myself. This is more 
important than to offer all of the burnt offerings and sacrifices required in the law.” 

34 Realizing how much the man understood, Jesus said to him, “You are not far from the Kingdom 
of God.” And after that, no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

35 Later, as Jesus was teaching the people in the Temple, he asked, “Why do the teachers of 
religious law claim that the Messiah is the son of David? 36 For David himself, speaking under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, said, 
‘The LORD said to my Lord, 

Sit in the place of honor at my right hand 
    until I humble your enemies beneath your feet.’ 

37 Since David himself called the Messiah ‘my Lord,’ how can the Messiah be his son?” The large 
crowd listened to him with great delight. 

38 Jesus also taught: “Beware of these teachers of religious law! For they like to parade around in 
flowing robes and receive respectful greetings as they walk in the marketplaces. 39 And how they 
love the seats of honor in the synagogues and the head table at banquets. 40 Yet they shamelessly 
cheat widows out of their property and then pretend to be pious by making long prayers in public. 
Because of this, they will be more severely punished.” 

41 Jesus sat down near the collection box in the Temple and watched as the crowds dropped in their 
money. Many rich people put in large amounts. 42 Then a poor widow came and dropped in two 
small coins.  

43 Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has given more 
than all the others who are making contributions. 44 For they gave a tiny part of their surplus, but 
she, poor as she is, has given everything she had to live on.” 
 

Sunday, April 7 @ 9 & 10:30   Watch Out! (Mark 13:1-37) 

Palm Sunday, April 14 @ 9 & 10:30  Fruitful Faith (Mark 11:1-25) 

Maundy Thursday Communion   Broken and Given for You 
April 18 @ 7 p.m.   (Mark 14:12-26) 

Good Friday Tenebrae    Betrayed, Denied, Crucified 
April 19 @ 7:00 p.m.   (Mark 14:27-15:47) 

Easter Sunday    He is Risen! 
April 21 @ 7, 9 & 10:30    (Mark 16:1-8) 

 

 


