
Deep Roots 
Part 3 of Thy Kingdom Come 
Luke 8:4-15 
Pastor Jon Ashley 
July 21, 2019 
 
 

 

 

 

 

“Anyone who is willing to hear should listen and understand!” – Luke 8:8 
 

1. God’s Word makes His Kingdom grow (v. 4-10) 

• A diverse crowd gathered to hear Jesus 

• Jesus used parables to reveal/conceal Kingdom secrets 

• The parable of the four soils is about listening to the Word 

− Some listen and the Word grows deep roots 

− Others don’t listen or understand Kingdom truths 
 

 

2. The Four Soils/Listeners (v. 11-15): 

• Hard Path – You hear God’s message, but the Devil keeps you from understanding 

• Rocky Soil – You are happy to hear God’s message and believe, but when times get 

tough, your faith simply doesn’t last 

• Thorny Ground – You hear and accept God’s message, but don’t really grow in your 

faith because you spend most of your time and energy on other things 

• Good Soil – You hear God’s message, cling to it, and it produces spiritual fruit in you 
 

 

3. God’s Word grows in those who listen 

• The Big Question: Are you listening? 

• Pray for God’s Word to grow deep roots in you! 
 

REFLECT (Questions to respond to this week): 
• Read Luke 8:4-15.  What new insights is the Holy Spirit revealing to you? 

• What thorns, rocks or weeds keep you from understanding God’s Word? 

• Which kind of soil describes you most today?   

• How are you cultivating good soil and growing deep roots in your life? 

• What evidence shows the fruit of God’s Kingdom in you? 

Today’s Bible Reading                                                                    Luke 8:4-15 (NLT) 
 

4 One day Jesus told this story to a large crowd that had gathered from many towns to hear him: 
5 “A farmer went out to plant some seed. As he scattered it across his field, some seed fell on a 

footpath, where it was stepped on, and the birds came and ate it. 6 Other seed fell on shallow soil 

with underlying rock. This seed began to grow, but soon it withered and died for lack of moisture. 7 

Other seed fell among thorns that shot up and choked out the tender blades. 8 Still other seed fell 

on fertile soil. This seed grew and produced a crop one hundred times as much as had been 

planted.” When he had said this, he called out, “Anyone who is willing to hear should listen and 

understand!” 
9 His disciples asked him what the story meant. 10 He replied, “You have been permitted to 

understand the secrets of the Kingdom of God. But I am using these stories to conceal everything 

about it from outsiders, so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: 

‘They see what I do, but they don’t really see; 

they hear what I say, but they don’t understand.’ 
11 “This is the meaning of the story: The seed is God’s message. 12 The seed that fell on the hard 

path represents those who hear the message, but then the Devil comes and steals it away and 

prevents them from believing and being saved. 13 The rocky soil represents those who hear the 

message with joy. But like young plants in such soil, their roots don’t go very deep. They believe for 

a while, but they wilt when the hot winds of testing blow. 14 The thorny ground represents those who 

hear and accept the message, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the cares and riches 

and pleasures of this life. And so they never grow into maturity. 15 But the good soil represents 

honest, good-hearted people who hear God’s message, cling to it, and steadily produce a huge 

harvest. 

 
 

 

 
 

Invite a friend  
to church  

next Sunday at  
9:00 or 10:30 a.m.! 

 

 


