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Then Jesus called for the children and said to the disciples,  

“Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them!  

For the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.   

-  Luke 18:16 (NLT) 
 

1. People try to secure their place in the Kingdom 

• They try to bully their way (v. 15b) 

• They try to live religiously (v. 20-21) 

• They try to buy their way (v. 22-23) 

 

2. The Kingdom belongs to those who receive it like a child (v. 16-17) 

• We cannot acquire the Kingdom of God by our efforts 

• It is a gift received by faith in Jesus 

 

3. Money can block or build the Kingdom 

• Those who pursue money struggle to receive the Kingdom (v. 24-25) 

• Those who follow Jesus receive & build the Kingdom (v. 22, 28-29) 

 

4. Do you have childlike faith? 

• Our salvation is only possible with God (v. 26-27) 

• Bring others to Jesus so they may receive the Kingdom too (v. 15) 

 

Conclusion:  Trust in Jesus with childlike faith and inherit the Kingdom!  
 

REFLEX (Questions to respond to this week): 
• Read Luke 18:15-30.  What new insights is the Holy Spirit revealing to you? 

• What methods have you tried to assure your place in the Kingdom? 

• Have you received Christ and the Kingdom by faith? 

• Who might you bring to Jesus so they can receive the Kingdom too? 

• Is God’s Kingdom growing in you? 

Today’s Bible Reading                                                       Luke 18:15-30 (NLT) 
 

15 One day some parents brought their little children to Jesus so he could touch and 

bless them. But when the disciples saw this, they scolded the parents for bothering him. 
16 Then Jesus called for the children and said to the disciples, “Let the children come 

to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these 

children. 17 I tell you the truth, anyone who doesn’t receive the Kingdom of God like a 

child will never enter it.” 
18 Once a religious leader asked Jesus this question: “Good Teacher, what should I 

do to inherit eternal life?” 
19 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked him. “Only God is truly good. 20 But to 

answer your question, you know the commandments: ‘You must not commit adultery. 

You must not murder. You must not steal. You must not testify falsely. Honor your father 

and mother.’” 
21 The man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was young.” 
22 When Jesus heard his answer, he said, “There is still one thing you haven’t done. 

Sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
23 But when the man heard this he became very sad, for he was very rich. 
24 When Jesus saw this, he said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of 

God! 25 In fact, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 

person to enter the Kingdom of God!” 
26 Those who heard this said, “Then who in the world can be saved?” 
27 He replied, “What is impossible for people is possible with God.” 
28 Peter said, “We’ve left our homes to follow you.” 
29 “Yes,” Jesus replied, “and I assure you that everyone who has given up house or 

wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the Kingdom of God, 30 will be 

repaid many times over in this life, and will have eternal life in the world to come.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Aug 25 Living by the Spirit’s Power  
(Gal 5:22-26; Mark 4:26-34; Acts 1:6-8) 

 

Sept 1 Love God. Love People. Change Lives. 
(Matthew 22:34-40; 1 Cor 13:1-13) 

 

Invite a friend on Sundays 
at 9 or 10:30 a.m.! 

 

 


